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(1) The circumstances of World War II produced some very 
heroic witnesses. ' : = 

(2) Christianity has an important relation to people whose 
life is a kind of 'affliction'. 


(3) Praying the Lord's Prayer ( the Our Father) can bring a 
person closer to God. 


Simone Weil, the French vhilosovher who lived 
from 1909-1943 is probably best known for some of the 
dramatic events which occurred during her life. 


Although she was recognized as a brilliant thinker 
and had been trained as a teacher, in 1934 she chose to leave 
the academic world and work as a common laborer in an 
automobile factory. She wanted to experience the affliction 
of manuel labor in her body and to share the poor working 
conditions of the average industrial worker in France. 


Simone Weil believed that all of creation contained 
the affliction of painful situations which we cannot change. 
She wrote: "The Cross ofChrist is the only source of light that 
is bright enough to illumine affliction. Wherever this is 
affliction, in any age or any country, the Cross of Christ 
is the truth of it." 


This recognition of the ‘light of Christ' in a 
situation of work which tends to push a@ person more and more 
into a kind of physical slavery drew Simone Weil close to 
Catholicism in spite of her Jewish family background. 


After Simone left the factory she journeyed to Assisi’ 
where she fell in love with St. Francis’ She had a natural 
disposition towards living a life of simple poverty, much to 
the chagrin of her mother and father who kept trying to attend 
to her physical needs. 


Then in 1938 Simone svent Holy Week in retreat at 
the Benedictine monastery in Solesmes. Here, she said "The 
passion of Christ entered into my being once and for all." 
In addition, Simone came to believe in the supernatural power 
of the sacrament of communion through the "angelic radience" 
of the face of a young man who had just received the eucharist. 
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In spite of this love for Christ and of the basically 
Christian cuality of her life, Simone Weil never made an 
official conversion to Catholicism. The reasons for this 
hesitation have never been completely understood by the world. 
However, the’ seem to include at least some reference to 
Simone's acceptance of her Jewish family background during 
the circumstances of World War II. 


After being denied a teaching position in 1940 
on the grounds of her Jewish identity, Simone Weil wrote a 
letter to the Minister of Education in which she explained 
that she had never been in a Synagogue nor had witnessed 
a Jewish religious ceremony. At the same time, not wanting 
to escape the situation which affected Jewish people she 
concluded her letter: " If, nevertheless, the law insists 
that I consider the term, "Jew", whose meaning I don't know, 
as applying to me, Iam inclined to submit, as I would to 
any other law." 


Simone's acceptance of her Jewish identity and her 
willingness to identify with the victems of World War II led 
her to travel to England and then to attempt to find a way 
to return to France in the war effort. She frequently p roposed 
an idea for the development of a woman's nursing corps which 
would serve side by side with the military on the front lines. 


The constant rejection of this proposal for a Front 
line nursing corps as well as of other efforts on her part 
to directly serve in the war effort led Simore Weil to a situation 
of complete and utter frustration in exile in England. She 
became seriously ill, refused to eat more food than people 
in France were allowed on rations, and died. 


While it may be difficult for most people to identify 
with the extremity of many of Simone Weil's personal life 
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choices, we can learn a great deal from her about the love 


of prayer. 


During the lest period of her life in France before 
leaving for England Simone Weil chose to work in a vineyard 
near Merseilles. She tells us: "A week afterward I began the 
vine harvest. I recited the Our Father in Greek every day 
before work, and I repeated it very often in the vineyard." 


Simone grew to love the Lord's Prayer the effects 
of which she describes as follows: " Sometimes, also during 
the recitation or at other moments, Christ is present with 
me in person, but his presence is infinitely more real, more 
moving, more clear than on that first occasion when heat irat 


took possession of me." 


Simone Weil wrote a lengthly meditation on the Our 
Father. Its simple beauty and strength is revealed in some 
of the exerpts contained here : 


Our Father which art in Heaven 

"He is our Father. There is nothing real in us which 
does not come from him. We belong to him, He loves us, Since 
he loves himself, and we are his." 


Hallowed be thy Name 


"Man has access to this name, although it also is 
transcendent. It shines in the beauty and order of the world 
and it shines in the interior light of the human soul. This 
name is holiness itself." 


Thy Kingdom Come 


"The kingdom of God means the complete filling of the 
entire soul of intelligent creatures with the Holy Spirit...We 
must just invite him purely and simply, so that our thought 
of him is an invitation, a longing cry." 


Pay Tee 


Thy Will be done 

"We have here quite a different thing from resignation. 
Even the word acceptance is too weak. We have to desire that 
everything that has happened. should have happened, and nothing 
else." 


On earth as it is in heaven 

"The association of our desire with the almighty will 
of God should be extended to spiritual things...We have to 
extend this desire into the future." 


Give us this day our daily bread 


"Christ is our bread. We can only ask to have him now. 
Actually he is always there at the door of our souls, wanting 
to enter it, though he does not force our consent. If we 
agree to his entry, he enters; directly we cease to want hin, 
he is gone." 


And forgive us our @ebts, as we also forgive our debtors. 


"The forgiveness of debts is spiritual poverty, spiritual 
nakedness, death. If we accept death completely, we can ask God 
to make us live again, purified from the evil is us. For to 
ask him to forgive us our debts is to ask him to wipe out the 
evil in us. Pardon is purification." 


And _lead_ us not into temptation. but deliver us from evil. 
et en et SVE 


"Confidence alone can give us strength enough not to 
fall as a result of fear. After having contemplated the name, 
the kingdom, and the will of God, after having received the 
supernatural bread and having been purified from evil, the 
soul is ready for that true humility which crowns all virtues." 


. Simone Weil concluded her meditation with the following 
beautiful observation: " The Our Father contains all possible 
petitions; we cannot conceive of any prayer not already contained 
in it. It is to prayer what Christ is to humanity. It is 
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impossible to say it once through, giving the fullest 
possible attention to each word, without a change, infinitesimal 
perhaps but real, taking place in the soul." 


We can not help but be struck by the forcefulness of 
the love of this twentieth century women for the Lord's 
Prayer. When we pray the Our Father during Mass, the 
Rosary , or our daily activities, it may help us to think 
about the depth of these words which were given to us 
by Jesus nearly two thousand years ago. Then, as Simone 
Weil suggests, a change, infinitesimal but real, may take 
place in our soul. 
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